


est part of body at vertical from dorsal-fin origin
to pelvic-fin origin. Lateral snout outline nearly
straight. Slight concavity present dorsal to orbit.
Concavity much less pronounced than in more
deep-bodied species. Concavity created by con-
vergence of left and right supraorbital ridges
dorsal to orbit, followed posteriorly by exposed
rising dorsal aspect of supraoccipital crest (nu-
chal spine).

Dorsal-fin origin slightly posterior to vertical
through pelvic-fin origin. Anal-fin origin near
vertical through midpoint of body: approximate-
ly at vertical between last dorsal-fin spine and first
dorsal-fin ray. Caudal peduncle slender and
shallow. Mouth small and terminal, and directed
slightly downward when protruded. Lips some-
what fleshy. Posterior margin of maxilla exposed
and reaching vertical through anterior part of
pupil as well as dorsal portion of lower jaw
articulation. Eye large and circular (29�34% of
head length [HL]). Sensory pores around eye
moderately well developed. One canal on ven-
trocaudal aspect of orbit elongated and reaching
preopercle. Nasal pores closely apposed and
separated by only small bridge of tissue. Both
nasal pores oval; anterior pore roughly half size
of posterior pore. Preopercular margin weakly to
moderately serrated; serrations concentrated
along ventral and ventrocaudal margins. Cerato-
branchial 1 with 13 elongate, triangular, and
heavily denticulated gill rakers. Vertebral count
23 (10 precaudal � 13 caudal). Single supra-
neural present. Supraneural large and robust as
observed through radiographs. Dorsal aspect of
supraneural spine about equal in length to radius

of orbit, whereas vertical (elongate) aspect about
equal to diameter of orbit.

Dorsal fin with eight spines and 16 rays. First
dorsal-fin spine very short (9�11% of length of
second spine). Second dorsal-fin spine longest,
but not considerably longer than third or fourth
spines (Fig. 3). Second, third, and fourth spines
relatively robust, with third and fourth possessing
serrations along their anterior margins that
facilitates interlocking with preceding spines
when fin erect. Remaining spines (V�VIII) more
feeble and shorter. Anal fin with three spines and
14 rays. First anal-fin spine very short (8�10% of
length of second spine). Second and third anal-
fin spines robust, and second only slightly longer
than third. Third anal-fin spine possesses serra-
tions on anterior margin that facilitates inter-
locking with second spine when fin erect. Bases
of spinous portions of both dorsal and anal fins
covered by ridges of tissue lacking scales. Pelvic
fin short and not reaching origin of anal fin
when adducted. Gap between posterior margin
of adducted pelvic-fin and anal-fin origin about
equal to length of pelvic fin. Caudal fin deeply
forked.

Oral teeth long and villiform, and arrayed in
narrow band of four to five rows. Teeth in lower
jaw slightly recurved; those in upper jaw strongly
recurved, almost parallel with roof of mouth.

All specimens comprising type series have lost
most scales in preservation and following ob-
servations should be considered speculative.
Chest, fins, and suborbital series appear asqua-
mate. Scales present in nuchal region and below
dorsal-fin origin in only some specimens. Lateral

Fig. 3. Illustration of holotype of Photoplagios laterofenestra, USNM 387899, adult male, 115.2 mm SL,
Philippines. Pectoral fin not illustrated in order to reveal lateral flank patch. Drawing by Annemarie Noe¤l.
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